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Decision of the OECD Council 

on the OECD Guidelines 
for Multinational Enterprises 

June 2000 

THE COUNCIL, 

Having regard to the Convention on the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development of 14th December 1960; 

Having regard to the OECD Declaration on International Investment and 
Multinational Enterprises (the "Declaration"), in which the Governments of 
adhering countries ("adhering countries") jointly recommend to multinational 
enterprises operating in or from their territories the observance of Guidelines 
for Multinational Enterprises (the "Guidelines"); 

Recognising that, since operations of multinational enterprises extend 
throughout the world, international co-operation on issues relating to the 
Declaration should extend to all countries; 

Having regard to the Terms of Reference of the Investment Committee, in 
particular with respect to its responsibilities for the Declaration [C(84)171(Final), 
renewed in C/M(95)21]; 

Considering the Report on the First Review of the 1976 Declaration 
[C(79)102(Final)], the Report on the Second Review of the Declaration 
[C/MIN(84)5(Final)], the Report on the 1991 Review of the Declaration 
[DAFFE/IME(91)23], and the Report on the 2000 Review of the Guidelines 
[C(2000)96]; 

Having regard to the Second Revised Decision of the Council of June 1984 
[C(84)90], amended June 1991 [C/MIN(91)7/ANN1]; 

Considering it desirable to enhance procedures by which consultations 
may take place on matters covered by these Guidelines and to promote the 
effectiveness of the Guidelines; 

On the proposal of the Investment Committee: 

DECIDES: 

To repeal the Second Revised Decision of the Council of June 1984 [C(84)90], 
amended June 1991 [C/MIN(91)7/ANN1], and replace it with the following: 
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II. IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES OF THE OECD GUIDELINES FOR MULTINATIONAL ENTERPRISES 



I. National Contact Points 

1. Adhering countries shall set up National Contact Points for undertaking 
promotional activities, handling inquiries and for discussions with the 
parties concerned on all matters covered by the Guidelines so that they can 
contribute to the solution of problems which may arise in this connection, 
taking due account of the attached procedural guidance. The business 
community, employee organisations, and other interested parties shall be 
informed of the availability of such facilities. 

2. National Contact Points in different countries shall co-operate if such need 
arises, on any matter related to the Guidelines relevant to their activities. As 
a general procedure, discussions at the national level should be initiated 
before contacts with other National Contact Points are undertaken. 

3. National Contact Points shall meet annually to share experiences and 
report to the Investment Committee. 

II. The Investment Committee 

1. The Investment Committee ("the Committee") shall periodically or at the 
request of an adhering country hold exchanges of views on matters covered 
by the Guidelines and the experience gained in their application. 

2. The Committee shall periodically invite the Business and Industry Advisory 
Committee to the OECD (BIAC), and the Trade Union Advisory Committee to 
the OECD (TUAC) (the "advisory bodies"), as well as other non-governmental 
organisations to express their views on matters covered by the Guidelines. 
In addition, exchanges of views with the advisory bodies on these matters 
may be held at theirlrequest. 

3. The Committee may decide to hold exchanges of views on matters covered 
by the Guidelines with representatives of non-adhering countries. 

4. The Committee shall be responsible for clarification of the Guidelines. 
Clarification will be provided as required. If it so wishes, an individual 
enterprise will be given the opportunity to express its views either orally or 
in writing on issues concerning the Guidelines involving its interests. The 
Committee shall not reach conclusions on the conduct of individual 
enterprises. 

5. The Committee shall hold exchanges of views on the activities of National 
Contact Points with a view to enhancing the effectiveness of the Guidelines. 

6. In fulfilling its responsibilities for the effective functioning of the 
Guidelines, the Committee shall take due account of the attached 
procedural guidance. 
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II. IMPLEMENTATION PROCEDURES OF THE OECD GUIDELINES FOR MULTINATIONAL ENTERPRISES 



7. The Committee shall periodically report to the Council on matters covered 
by the Guidelines. In its reports, the Committee shall take account of 
reports by National Contact Points, the views expressed by the advisory 
bodies, and the views of other non-governmental organisations and 
non-adhering countries as appropriate. 

III. Review of the Decision 

This Decision shall be periodically reviewed. The Committee shall make 
proposals for this purpose. 
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